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ZEEL PATEL

As an Indian female student going to live and
travel the whole country of Sri Lanka for two
months, one month already completed | have
some experience to share.

First of all, as a woman | can feel the ease and
joy with which | can traverse public places in
public transport, if this had been in India
there would be many difficulties and a sense
of insecurity. The second most striking thing
that I noticed is how the tourists’ spots and

public spaces are so unreasonably clean.
India also has its fair share of public spaces
and tourist attractions but cleanliness not so
good. The third unique feature is that how the
poverty is less in your face and how you are
not weighed upon by the population pressure
unlike India.

That being said, there are always two sides of
a coin other equally as important. Sri Lanka
reminds me of few parts of India with coconut
trees, general relaxed vibes and beautiful sites
but distances and travelling can be tiresome
because of Sri Lanka's transport
infrastructure- packed buses and unreliable,
packed trains can be frustrating. On the other
hand, travelling in India all across the country
is very easy and very efficient with its
integrated public transport facilities like Metro
rail transit system, Rapid Bus transit system,

Rickshaws and public bus service at local
levels and domestic flights and frequent
intercity/interstate trains and buses at country
level.

One other thing is though Sri Lanka has
places never seen before, India | feel is much
more colorful and India’s growing tourism
industry is doing lot of work in promotion for
its tourism (Incredible India). Many of cultural
sights in India are much more loud and
vibrant and there are lot of things one can do
but that does not mean Sri Lanka is any less, it
has the potential to promote its tourism and
tourism related activities because people have
to know first of its mystical heritage, grandeur
tea gardens and dramatic landscapes and
what are things that can be done to have an
unforgettable experience.

PARIDHI POKHARIYAL

CAN DEVELOPMENT AND
SUSTAINABILITY GO HAND IN HAND?

from our experience in UDA of a month we
have come to realize that the aim of all the
projects is directed towards the wholesome
development of its people, though we also
noticed that country for its development is

ready to disrupt its marshy lands and
wetlands.

The thing we as planners need to learn from
this country about sustainability is, they
provide different zoning law for every plot and
parcel of land that includes; segregation and
processing of waste on site, 450 inclined
rooftop with terrace gardens, skywalks to
avoid pedestrian congestion, conserving the
naturally sensitive areas with the urban areas,
liberating the underused land occupied by
shanties, slums and squatter settlements,
developing the naturally existent water bodies
for recreational and transportation purposes

and the active usage of public transportation
system.

This country has truly explained us about how
we can plan the development of our urban
areas such that every aspect of a society,
community can be integrated with its
surrounding environment with the minimal
damage to its ecosystem. We can definitely
say that in Sri Lanka is trying its best as a
country to promote development and
sustainability together and have successfully
achieved this on many level.

KHYATI SINGH

i
SRI LANKA ON WHEELS

The decision maker about public transport do
not travel in them ask those who do. Arriving

from flight to Colombo we had private taxi,

wide road, lush green forest around the
highways show a good transportation picture

of the country. The inter-province
expressways, A.C. buses, better connectivity,
smooth roads are good for developed
transportation. But when it comes to a local
level, connectivity to remote area, public
transport, tuk -tuk for tourist are so pathetic.
That once we refuse to continue in public bus,
we had get out from the bus in mid-way,
because of over crowded bus. The frequency
of bus is so less that after a certain time no
buses are available. Overall the experience of
local level transportation was not good as it
seen in many other south Asian country.

But, Sri Lanka has a great potential to develop
“untouched source” inland waterways. Canal
water ways, sea routes, ports development
etc. It can support planned improvement in
rail and bus transport. Dutch history and
attracting private investment with Netherland
and Sri Lanka relationship -part of megapolis
development. Inter connecting waterways not
only enhance the beauty of canal and river
but it also lower the pressure on road
transportation. This can be a pathway to
improve the infrastructure and service for a
good transportation system.

THE STATUS OF LOW INCOME
HOUSING IN SRI LANKA

What struck us the most was the designing
and spatial planning of the schemes. They
used bright and vibrant colors, creating a very
lively, cheerful and buoyant surrounding. The
provision of corridors between the housing
units acts as a good interactive and synergistic
space between different households. Also, the
provision of small courtyards helped in
improvising the light and ventilation of the
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building, hence maximizing the thermal
cooling of the building. All the standards
followed in designing of the schemes were
similar to the housing of the middle and
higher income groups. For the social and
cultural well-being and uplifting of the people,
URP has introduced various social upgrading
activities.

But as we studied and analyzed the schemes
more deeply we found few loopholes and
flaws. As the payment for the housing is done
in installments over 30 years, people do not
feel connected to there homes. Due to such
issues the problems related to maintenance
and vandalism arises. In many housing
schemes there were lack of recreational and
open spaces. Due to different cultural

background, few social conflicts arose.

Learnings from India

There is community housing scheme known
as Aranya (Indore, India) houses a population
of 60000 in 6500 dwellings, on a net planning
area of 85 hectares. The main features that
makes this scheme unique are: houses are
arranged around the open spaces, organized
into 10-home clusters to create a sense of
community, but each also includes a small
private courtyard to the rear. Rather than
completely erasing the dense urban clusters
which it was meant to replace, Aranya seeks
to replicate their neighborly social spaces and
providing several smaller open spaces rather
than one central big open space in the center
becomes more effective.
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1. Planned physical development in all urban areas.

1.1 Comprehensive development plans prepared for all declared
urban areas by 2020.

1.2 Widely accessed State-of-the Art Information base and public
communication network

1.2 A Strong enforcement mechanism for the implementation
development plan

2. Stimulated social and economic development in urban areas.

2.1 Strategic Urban Development Projects Implemented in all
Urban Areas

2.2 Aland bank readily available to stimulate development
projects

2.3 Strategic Joint Ventures formulated for Urban Development

3. Enhanced liveability and improved quality of life
in urban areas

3.1 Stronger coordination with Infrastructure Development
Agencies

3.2 Comfortable, Smart and Vibrant Public Spaces developed
in all Urban areas

3.3 Conserved Unique Characteristics, Green and
Environmentally Sensitive Sites in all Urban Areas

4. Performance excellence within the organization.

4.1 Trained, Promoted, Dedicated and Rewarded Workforce

4.2 Continuously updated and Well Geared Management
system

4.3 Progressive working environment for all staff
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