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Draft
Colombo Metropolitan Regional Structure Flan
Introduction

Sri Lanka with a population of 18 million {estimated 1994) covers an area of
65,609 sq.kms and has been divided into 9 provinces of which two - namely the
Eastern & the Northern are temporarily merged. Of all the provinces Western
Province is the most developed and the densely populated province.

Characteristics of the Colombo Metropolitan Region

The Colombo Metropolitan Region which is essentially the Western
Province of Sri lanka covers an area of 3657 8 sq.kms *1 accounting for 5.5%
of the total land area of Sri Lanka and is an amalgamation of the Districts
of Colombo, Kalutara & Gampaha.

The Colombo Metropolitan Region is comparatively the most developed
region of Sri Lanka with an estimated population of 4.46 Million *2 for the
year 1994 and with an urban population of 2.24 Million which accounts for
60% (approx.) of the total urban population of Sri Lanka.

The CMR provides services for the rest of the country and all the
provincial centres that depend on Colombo are located within short
distances from the City of Colombo where the Metropolitan influence is
experienced to some degree.

The Ports of Galle and Trincomalee (being the Ports next in order of
importance to Colombao) account for less than 9% of total external trade.
The main export commodities tea, rubber, coconut and garments which
sccount for 90% of the total exports and all imports are transacted through
Colombo and the CMR becomes the main service centre.

Thus in the field of centralized services, Colombo is unrivalled by ather
Cities being the centre where the principle economic and commercial
functions are located.

The setilement pattern within the CMR forms a unique agglomeration in
Gri Lanka which is comparable with the biggest agglomerations of other
countries. The Unique position of the CMR in the settlement patiern is
shown by the population of the associated urban complexes where the City
of Colombao itself contains 28.3% of the urban population of the region.

*1 DBource
Seatistical abstract of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka 1982.

+2 CMR (outline) Structure Plan
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The population distribution within major cities located within the CMR are as
shown below :

District Urban Complex  Population Population Annual
1981 1994 Growth
Rate "o
{51-94)
Colombo 1. Colombo MC 587647 (35459 (.62
2, Dehiwala 173527 209714 1.60
Mt Lavinia MC
o Moratuwa UC 134826 186321 283
4 Kotte UC 101039 109517 .64
Gampaha 5. Negombo MC Bl7a2 G354 4,75
Kalutara 6. Kalutara UC 31503 35259 0.91

SOURCE * Estimated - CMR study

Towns within the region are distributed primarily according to the over riding
influence of the Colombo City. Its influence stretches along the sea-shore & the
communication corridors, converting small settlements into towns providing
accommodation for people unable to find houses within the city itself, Pressure
for urbanisation at the periphery and in the immediate vicinity of Colombo City
have led to excessive reclamation of environmentally vulnerable low-lying
lands and constructions on natural flood plains.

Development Strategy

The above analysis shows the positive impact of the City of Colombo on the
region and the necessity of control and direction in the future development as,
over the past years it has grown haphazardly putting pressure on the urban
system. Strong guidance and controlling parameters are therefore required for
the future growth to be sustainable.
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Three possible scenarios for development are looked into which are outlined as
follows :

. CONCENTRATION -STRATEGY
IL DISPERSED STRATEGY.
. MIXED STRATEGY.

The advantages & disadvantages of each of the optiona! strategies are considered
as follows :

I CONCENTRATION STRATEGY- (Intense Development of the City of
Colombo & dispersed limited development of peripheral centres )

Advantages

{a)  Within a limited area the enhancement of the infrastructure can
be undertaken ; which could be less costly and implementation is
EdEY.

(b}  Interaction between the varipus sectors for promotion and co-
ordination, could be more effective.

(e} The potential of the City could be exploited to be brought in line
with the status of more developed cities such as Singapore Bangkok
. Hongkong etc.

Disadvantages

ia) Added stress created on the existing infrastructure relating to
sewerage, water supply, road network ete.

(b} Further aggravation of the problems relating to environment
which have reached intolerable limits & high cost on mitigatory
measures, especially drainage schemes for reclaimed low-lying land.

(¢} Increase of pressure on land availability accompanied by escalating
land-values, creating a prohibitative effect on major development
and the life in the city made expensive to lower and middle income
groups of the population.

(d)  Additional cost of construction incurred in the process of
development within the coastal flats and wetland belt with its large
proportion of bog & half-bog seils.
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DISPERSED  STRATEGY - (Slowing down of the City & f[aster
Development of the peripheral centres and the region).

Advantages

(a)  Infrastructure could be developed on a planned basis with regional
linkages and more lands where people could benefit.

(h)  Pressure on land could be less and land values could be made
affordable.

{c}  Provision of more employment oppurtunities within the region.

(d)  Environmental qualities will be improved.

Disadvantages

{a}  Cost of providing regional infrastructure could be high.

(b  The benefits would be accrued only on a long term basis.

(] Reduction of extent of agriculture lands which would be taken up
for development within the region.

(dy Potential of City of Colombo could be i.nappmpria.tel}* restricted
without exploiting it to the full.

MIXED STRATEGY - (Development of sefected activity within the City of
Colombo i.e. activities related to commerce , trade and enhancement of
the port related activities while administrative , institutional functions
and industries are to be shifted outside the city of Colombo.

Advantages

(a}  Shifting of wholesale trade & financial activities out of the city
could reduce congestion within the cty.

(6]  Selected activities within the city could enable the city t0 develops
an International Trade & Commercial Centre.

¢y Locational of industries and u rban centres in ecologically
appropriate locations within the region could help to minimize
related hazardous environmental problems.

(d) Development of regional growth cenfres would be encouraged
and inter and intra regional disparities cotild be reduced.

{g) Both the region and the city t© have more open spaces and
conservation of ecologically important areas.

Disadvantages
faj  High eret on Infrastructure

(b}  DPetail planning and constant monitoring of a phased out
programme needed.
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An assessment of the above options shows that the most advantageous option
is the development of the Colombo Metropolitan Region on a MIXED
STRATEGY whereby the commercial, financial and port related activities are
encouraged within the City of Colombo with simultaneous growth of Urban
Centres within the region.

The locations of industries would be predominant in the Northern sub region
exploring the potential of the Katunayake Air Port and the Colombo Port with
decentralisation of the industrialisation in the Southern sub region to overcome
the disparities prevalent in the settlement pattern.

The innumerable agricuttural resources and the natural forest resources within
the Southern subregion are to be conserved in the development process.

Consequently one of the main activities burdening the City of Colombo namely
administrative, institutional and defence activities could be easily shifted
towards east of the region to and beyond Kotte. It will create a healthier
environment and spacious state  capital in the Eastern Cluster with defence
establishment around it while release of lands in the City of colombo will trigger
off a tremendous commercial development .

In fact money so earned will be more than sufficient to build the new
administrative capital.

One of the main features and a condition in this exercise is to build an extensive
network of infrastructure such as Circular Road(Mid circular & Outer circular).
Imprevement to Radial Roads (High Level Road, Kotte road, Duplication Road.
an Marine Drive) extension railway lines and the efficiency by electrification
{Colombo Regional Circular Roads, Galle Road, and Marine road Mono rail
system etc) and improving a network suburban cities, satellite towns, urban
neighbourhood locations supported by new water, sewerage an
telecommunication , drainage , open spaces and landscape network,

Consequently Colombo Region will be divided inlo 3 main zones.

L Commercial, financial centre with Port related activities with mainly high
and low income category housing schemes within the City of Colombo.

.5 Administrative, institutional and defence establishments. within the
Kotte, Battaramulla, East of Battaramulla (Malabe, Pannipitiya , kottawa
etc)

3. Eesidential settlements, industrizal fowns and service towns centies.

North of Colombo upto Negombo, East of Kotte upto Awissawlla and
South of Colombo upto Kalutara,

This will over the period shift the centre of the region from Colombo to Kotte,
Battaramulla which will become axis of the region giving more access to the
people living in the peripheral region to the centre of activities.
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ESSENTIAL FEATURES IN STRATEGY III OF CMR

{01} Leaving City of Colombe for Port related activities
(02) Developing extra infrastructure in the region, intra-regional links.
{03) Conservation of all wetland, marshy and water bodies.

TO DO THE ABOVE, FOLLOWING ACTION WILL BE NEEDED

(a) Acquire all wetland and paddy lands. :

(b Develop them as natural environmental, recreation, conservation or fournst
argakb.

{c) Generate funds for the above by increased land transfer tax.

(d]  Employ all homesteads (32%) and highland crops (38%) to provide residential
administrative, satellites and commercial centres.

(e Accordingly, new land use pattern will be as follows -

i Developable for (residential, - T0%
commercial, administrative and town Centres)
if. Non developable (marshy, paddy, water) - 20%
iti.  Forest Reserve - D&%
iv. Barren Land and differed - 04 %
TOTAL 100%
pcs frmeer——

Extensive road rail network to be included to increase the mobility between Kotte and
Colombo. Kotte and the Eegion and Region and Colombo,

(4)  In the Metropolitan Region as far as possible residential activity to be high
density in order to save environmentally sensitive areas and to put the land to
maximum use.

(5) Population 4.46 (say 5 Million) in 1994
This population to be increased as follows ;-

19495 = 05 Million
2000 = 7.5 Million
2005 e W  Million
2010 = 10 Million

The reason is highest growth in the CMR will oceur (in terms of economic Eﬂ'pm"lﬁiﬂ:lﬂ'
infrastructure development and employment opportunities and residential and social
facilities and market expansion during 1995 to 2000.

This development will continue up to 2005 and thereafter decline due to :
(a) Place being full
(b)  Other development magnetssuch as Eastern, Southern and Northern

Regions will attract population.

(6)  Other social, transport, residential and community facilities have to be planned
to cater to the above population increase and distribution.

(7)  Formation of wetland and water bodies, conservation authority in place of SLLR
& DC and amalgamate SLLR & DI with [rrigation Department. Wetland
authority conservation will get its furids from increased land sale tax.
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Strategy Ill : proposed Colombo Metropolitan Structure Plan
{ 1995 To 2000 & 2005)

The analysis of the proceeding section on optional strategies clearly indicate
that the strategy Il is the most acceptable in terms of economic and social

viability environmental sustainability, planned urban physical structure,

transport and mobility etc.

It is therefore,

physical and structural form . These features are listed as follows :

e

13

Proposed Road Network

Proposed rail networks

Proposed water transport network.
Proposed settlement plan

{a} Suburban centres

(b} 2nd order suburban centres

(e}  Satellite towns

{d}  Urban neighbourhood locations
Environmental Plan.

Proposed Industral Towns

Proposed Educational Centres,
Proposed Urban Renewal Project Areas.
Proposed Tourism and recreation Plan
Proposed Solid waste plan

Proposed Service Network

{a)  Electricity

(b) Telecommunication

{c) Water Supply

{d) Dramnage

(e} Sewerage

Town Development Proposals

important to  outline proposed metropolitan features in its



(14)

(15)

(16)

(17}

(18)

City of Colombo Plan

(a}

(b}

()
(d)
e}

(f)

il

(h)

Public Transpmt E}rstem

(i} Marine Drive, Baseline Rail etc.

(ii) Rapid Transport System (RT3} (Mone rail, tram cars
underground rail etc.)

{iii} Public Motor Transport

Port expansion and port related backup activity

(Light Industrial area, container depot, transhipment centres,
entrepot trade and free trade zones)

Rehabilitation of depressed housing area.

Urban renewal programme

Public Open space and Landscape plan.

Internal Infrastructure plan

(1) Sewerage plan

{ii) Water Supply Plans
(iii} telecommunication
(iv) surface drainage

Density plan

Zoning pl:m

List of projects

cost of projects

funding source

implementation programme

Proposed administrative, institutional and  legal setup.



Proposed Road Network

The total road length in Kms for Sri Lanka rose from 25,112 in 1986 to
25,752 in 1989 out of which the Western Province had a total road length of 3198
km {12.73%) representing 0.98 km per sqkm. of land area while the national
situation is 0.38 km per sq.km. The transport policy in the country is to ensure
efficient & economic passenger & goods transport system in terms of speed,
frequency, safety, comfort & reliability. The transport operations are controlled
by the Dept. of the Commissioner of Motor Traffic (CMT) acting under the Motor
Traffic Act. The highway code is enforced by the Traffic Division of the Police
Department.

The focal point of transport in the country in the City of Colombo from
where all National roads & rail route radiate. The present road network is such
that most of the North-South traffic is compelled to pass through the City and

this is a major contributer to the heavy traffic load in the city.

Of the 86.4 mn passengers in 1986 the Western Province share was 29.4 mn
or 34%. The rumber of vehicles entering the CMR from all directions rose from
18,934 in 1979 to 22,425 in 1985 & 28,481 in 1992 representing a growth of 21% &

. 24.4% respectively. While the total vehicle load at the CMC cordon increased
From 130,965 in 1979 to 162,309 in 1985 & 242,915 in 1993 growing by a 23.9% &
49.6% respectively.

Further the total vehicles entering the CMC and originated within the

CMR amount to 112,031 in 1979, 139,384 in 1985 & 214,429 in 1993 (85.7%, 85.08% &
88.3%).
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New Highway Proposals

New Highway proposals which have an impact to the Colombo

MetropolitanRegion to ease traffic congestion in an around Celombo and o

provide faster and efficient movement from Colombo to several of the

important administrative and commercial centres of the country and to centres

of strategic importance have been identified for implementation. The New

Highway proposals constitute the following:

{a}

(b}

(c)
{d)
{e)
(F}
(s}

Improvements to the Base-line road extension southwards (also referred
to as the Inner circular Highway).

Colombo-Katunayake Expressway (CKE)

An alternative trace with better socio-political accepta-bility is under
considerafion,

Outer Circular Highway (OCH) to Colombo.

Southern Highway from Colombo to Galle and Matara.

Highway to Ratnapura from Colombo.

Highway to Habarana {Trincomalee} from Colombo.

Marine Drive, South of Celombo.
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Proposed Rail Network

Sri Lanka Railway with 1350 km in 9 lines all radiating from Colombo
contributes very insignificantly to the National Transport needs Sri Lanka
Railway carried only 9.2% of the city commuters in 1985 while the contribution
to the total CMR ia 16.1%. In the national scale total SLR share is only 7%
mainly due to the fact that only limited no. of areas are linked.

Within the CMR the railway has links to North {Negombo), South
{Aluthgama), North-East (Mirigama) & East upto Padukka by broad guage
railway. - The old narrow guage Kelani-Valley line is being broadened upto
Avissawella gradually.

The S5LE has kept to the original objective of transporting goods, mail &
ather utility requirements in intercity train services but passenger transport is
becoming more important at present.

A Large No. of people are commuting daily to the region and particularly
to Colombo for purposes of employment, education and other economic and
social activities. The Colombo Harbour which is adjacent to the main
commercial area with its high international standing is the centre of activity for
large scale movement of containerised cargo and other goods. The International
Air Port situated in the Northern Sector of the Region caters for a ¢considerable
movement of passengers and goods in and out of the country.

The ever increasing demand for transport in the CMR which is being
experienced intra-regionally and inter regionally has not been adequately
addressed and the significant reason for this situation is due to the over-
dependence on the road transport and the lack of consideration given to the
improvement of the railway and other modes of transport.

The proposals for the improvement of the rail network and the railway
tlevelnpmunl pmpm-ia!ﬁ proposed b}r the S Lanka Eail Way Department are as
follows |

(1) Rail Access to Biyagama Investment Production Zone
The construction of  a rail track from Kelaniyva to Bivagama , a distance of

14.2 km for passenger and freight transport. (Preliminary  Estimate = Rs.
392 ML)

(2]  Broad guaging of KV line
Kelani Valley rail track to be widened to a guage of 1676 mm in 3 stages.
(a) Colombo to Nugegoda - Completed in 1991
(h) Mugegoda to Homagama - Completed in 19592
ich Homagama to Padukka to be completed

{3 Construction of 3 rd line from Ragama lo Colombo

(1) Electrification of the sub-urban railway network

(5] Establishment of railway container yard at Katunayeke

(6] Re-habilitation of the railway work shop in Ratmalana.

{7}  Establishment of railway container facilities at Avissawella and
Fatunayake



e

L Her

-

et B
1

s i VRUR

I

=T 1 e

PR |

ot - Ty, L
e e
[}

- i) g g
T~ S

a
o b
= i

LEcEraD

B S
= Boca Gusdnag oF i,

i s,

Pl Lsspir

(B Co Lownis - WIII:_--E'

(-

CamsT R, T
- By P T et
B A B i

b | Aacasgs
2 Kapakays
B e Dl b T T
4 Flasy e osrssn

™ AL Lnas From KEseoris, To

A i s e, T f i oyl 0 L
..-"f_ o 3% Lirsg, Frow Colames Yo

.."'. ELgaripichaTigh OF ST Srariosh

Coloraho — Py
CoommBo = Falomiaus, ST

- Comeuiam FMLWAT PRopatil-

Bl EwranlisumBsr of Raodwes

Lanae, -

Flailwary Womnlior FLATsRLLLE
B Fesodr lsaan BTATIGNS

AR PIVCLCe LM AUTIMHIETY

Plaisnify Drwtfaant, 11,8 8 Wi wiatans Ml PR S e

COLOMBO METROPOLITAN RECGION

‘ Tll EETE R-IH F“-u.llr.”'llﬁ.hf L L [ETEETTN L

I A FEETLTTRE e )

=PRI Mu‘rumh-ﬂn_n:m':'r F'FIﬂWIN-I‘

G |,

e ——

i i B =]




11

Proposed Settlement Plan

The objectives of the proposed settlement plan identified for the CMR are

as follows:

L

To create a more rational settlement pattern with higher densities in
urban areas so as to minimize the cost of infrastructure facilities & by

linking them with rapid transit rail services to the City.

To identify the changing role of the City of Colombo with special reference
to enhancing the position of the Port and accommodating Port related
activities resulting from containerisation of cargo handling transhipment
& entreport trade and improving the transport facilities both sub-urban &
intercity to make the City of Colombo a specialized National Centre and
also an International Trade Centre.

To reduce intra-regional disparities in the distribution of services &
facilities with special references to the Eastern, South-Eastern & Southern
parts of the region, while encouraging development of centres located on
terrain naturally suited for urbanisation as shown from ccological zoning

and agro ecology considerations.

To proceed with the shifting of administrative functions to Kotte Capital
City and the zoning of land for mixed uses 50 as to make available the land

at the core of the city for tertiary level activities.

To utilize the centrality of Borella for the location of activities with a
regional threshold thus reducing the pressure of retail activities in Fort &
Pettah.

The regional spatial structure created by industrial development

concentrated in the North of Colombo to be facilitated by improved accesses over

the Kelani River.

Based on the objectives stated above the settlement plan envisages the

hierarchy of Urban Centres as deseribed below.
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Hierarchy of Urban Centres in terms of population density/year 2014

super order

Sub Urban
Centres

2nd Order

Sub

Urban Centres

Urban Centre Population Density for
the year 2014

Colombo M.C. - > 150 P/Ha.

Dehiwela M.C. - 101-150 P/ Ha.

Moratuwa U.C.

Maharagama P.5.

Dalugama P.5.

Negombo M.C

Beruwela U.C.

Kotte U.C. - 51-100 P/ Ha.
Wattala Mabole
Peliyagoda U.C.
Kelaniya .5
Gampaha
Ja-ela
Biyagama
Kandana
Yakkala
Ragama
Homagama
Panadura
Piliyandala
Wadduwa
Keselwatta
Attanagalla
Horana
Bulathsinhala
Ingiriva

Kalutara



Urban Neigh-
bo rhood
Location &
Satellite

Towns.

Hierarchy of Urban Centres Contd.

Kolonnawa U.C. -
Battaramulla P.5.
Boralesgamuwa
Kesbews PS5,
Mulleriyawa
Kotikawatla
Kaduwela
Weliweriya
Pamunugama
Delgoda

Mugoda

Dompe

Padukka
Athurugiriya
Kahatuduwa
Godagama

Malabe

Pannipitiya
Bandaragama
Seeduwa, Katunayake
Minuwangoda
Kochechikade, Katana
Maradagahamulla
Mirigama
Veyangoda
Divulapitiya
MNittambuwa
Awvissawella
Hanwella, Kosgama
EKitindiwela
Kahatuduwa
Dodangoda

Dharga Town/ Agalawalla

[(-50 I*/Ha.

13
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Environmental Plan
The Western Province is the most urbanized region of the country
accommaodating 68% of the urban population living in 39 cties & towns of Sri
Lanka. The high degree of urbanization sccompanied by high population
density, rapid industrialization and traffic congestion have led to uncontrolied
interference in the natural environment e, waterways, low-lying areas, the

beach & the ground water.

To cope with this situation the government has formulated an
environmental policy and the enactment by parliament of the National
Environment Act (NEA} of 1980, the establishment of the Central Environment
Authority (CEA) in 1981 under this Act and the creation of a Ministry to be in
charge of the subject of environment in 1990 are major initiatives taken by the
government for the purpose of improving the quality of the environment and
preventing further miused.

Programmes for conservation and management of Environmentally
_Sen::‘-itive Areas within CMR are undertaken by the CEA, the SLLR & DC, UDA &
other related agencies.

1. The conservation areas so far identified within the CMR for strict

environmental management are as follows,

{a) The Negombo lagoon and the Muthurajawela marsh.

(b) The Greater Colombo Flood retention area and the Attidiya,
Bellanwila marsh (The Bellanwila Marsh has already been declared
4 sanctuary by the Department of Wild Life Conservation and is
included in the Metropo-litan and urban nature reserves and parks
proposal of the Ministry of Environment.

(¢)  The Sri Jayawardenapura "Green Belt" (around the lake) cum Bird
Sanctuary selected for inclusion in the above programme,

{d) The Beira Lake restoration study (implementation in the near
future).

(e)  The environs of the Kelani Ganga especially near the Ambatale
Water intake area.
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2. Areas /Fields where special future environmental planning have io be

done are

(a) Woeras Ganga

(b)  Bolgoda Lake and its environs

{c) Lunawa Lagoon to Kalutara Lagoon and to Bentota estuary,

(d}) River Valleys

(e Assessment of Rock Outcrops for scenic value /quarrying potential

{f} Establishment of a Mines and Quarries re-habilitation monitoring
Umnit” under the Geological Survey and Mines Bureau.

{g) Ground Water Assessment

{(h) Contrel of gemming

{i) Fast-yield forestry for building

{it  Planned exploitation of Graphite, feldspar and Kaolin.

- Areas to be reserved for environmental profection

(a)  Maximum possible paddy lands within C.M.R.

(k) All wetlands within C.M.R.

{c) A major part of agricultural land, especially rubber and coconut
plantations.

{d) Remaining patches of lowland rain forest,

The funds required for the implementation of the above programme is to
be found through taxation of land transaction.

The following projects are at various stages of formulation &
implementation for the purpose of improving the quality of environment,

Greater Colombo Canal & Drainage System Rehabilitation Project.
Greater Colombo Flood Control & Environmental Impovement.
Greater Colombo Water Supply Master Plan (up date).

Greater Colombo Waste Water & Sanitation Master Plan Project.
Mational Environment Action Plan 1991,

Kelani Ganga Flood Protection Study 1992

Betra Lake Restoration Plan 1992.

Master Plan Muthurajawela Marsh & Negombo Lagoon.
Strategy for [ndustrialization 1989.

10.  Clean Settlement Programme.

1. bolid Waste Management in Colombo Region

12.  Coastal Zone Management Plan.

00 EhC R s S b et
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Proposed Industrial Towns

The serious problems of unemployment and the inherent defects of an
“import substitution” policy implemented by the government upto the late
1970's resulted in major policy changes with a rapid swing towards an Export
ariented industrialization strategy. The objectives of this policy was to make Sri
Lanka enter the status of Newly Industrialized Country {NIC) by the year 2001,
with the provision of employment in the manufacturing sector and to meet the
balance of payment issues through the entry of foreign investment accompanied
by advanced technology & development of skills.

According to the Annual Survey of Industries in 1989 the total No. of
reported units in the country were 7895 employing 219,279 persons with an out-
put value of Rs, 61,532 mn,

sl Geoker g e o6 Piasi

The total No. of industrial units {employing 3 persons} in the Western
Province in 1993 was 2604 employing 386,286 persons. These unils come under
the purview of 3 major agencies namely B.O.L 293 units (11%) with an
employment capacity of 139, 552 (36.1%) persons. The Ministry of Industries 1889
units (72%) with an employment capacity of 245,373 (63.5%) & the LD.B. with 462
umits (17%) with 1311 (0.4%) employees respectively.

Distribution of Industries

District wise distribution shows that Colombo has the largest No. of units
1639 (62%) followed by Gampaha 835 units (32%) & Kalutara 160 units (6%).

By the scale of industries Gampaha comes first with 214 employees/unit
while Colombo had only 116 employees/unit followed by Kalutara with 98

employies/unit while the national scale is 102 employees/unit.
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A further hreak-down into the investment promotion zones in Gampaha
Pistrict indicate that Biyagama is larger in scale than that in Katunayake, Other
industrial concentrations in a complex form are the industrial estates at Horana,
Ekala (IDB), and industrial estates at Katuwana, Ratmalana, Pelivagoda &
Moderawila.

Of the industries, the largest growth is in the textile wearing apparel.
From a value point of view it accounted for 42.08% while food beverages &
tobaceo & chemicals etc jointly accounted for 41.2%. However, from a point of
view of value added 35.7% is from Food Beverages sector while the contribution

from the garments is 31.2%.

The land-use policy (from 1977 to date) in industrial location had been to
develop more industries out of the City of Colombo regardless of their linkages
mainly to Port and the availability of large extents of best serviced lands in the
City of Colombo close to the Port.

T is proposed to make use of the under-utilised land North of Port for the
development of Port related activities & industries such as container repair, &

manufacture activities of the entreport industries,

A prave problem of industrialization is the impact on the environment.
Major thrust is on the water-bodies in high density areas of Colombo City,
Dehiwela-Mt. Lavinia & Moratuwa where effluent from tanneries, food
processing factories ashestos & chemical industries is disposed untreated causing
pollution of water bodies such as the Lunawa Lagoon, the Bolgoda Lake and the

canal net-work in the city.

A new government initiative relates to the location of high & medium
poliuting industries only in designated Export Processing Zones (EPZ) or
industrial Estates/Tarks. MNew strategies are being worked out in respect of least
cost pollution abatement & control and establishing an organizational frame

work at the National, Provincial & Local levels for industrial pollution
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In addition to the on going industrial and warehousing projects

undertaken by the UDA such as Pelivagoda Integrated Urban

Develﬁpmeni

Project, Moderawila Industrial Estate and Homagama Katuwana Industrial

Development Project 06 Nos. of new Industrial Towns have been identified

within the Colombo Metropolitan Region.

The status of existing and proposed Industrial Development projects are as

follow as:
Existing Industrial Location Taotal
Project Extent
1. Homagama-Katuwana East suburb 60 Acres
Industrial Bevelop- of Colombo
ment Project.

2. Peliyagoda Integra- North suburh 120 Acres
ted Urban Develop- of Colombo
ment Project Stage
I1.

3. Ratmalana Industrial End of the 18 Acres
Project-Stage [1 Air Porr Road

4. Moderawila Integra-  Moderawila 72 Acres
ted urban devp. Project Panadura

Proposed Industrial Location

Towns Development Project

1. Ja-ela, Ekala Telecom Morth East
land suburb of
Colombo
2. Attur field Estate Avissawella

High Technical Indus- {Hanwella AGA

Agency

Involved

UDA

UDA

UbA

UbDaA

Total

Extent

250 Acres

415 Acres
(A8 Ha}

Agency
Involved

UDA

Minisrr}r
of Indus-



Proposed Industrial

Towns Development Project

3. Japalawatta Industrial
Estate

4. Lagos Estabe

5. Athurugiriya

Indusirial Town

6. Kesbewa

Industrial

7. Fullerton Estate

8. Merigama

9. Katana Kaludiyvawala Watta

Location

Minuwa ngnd.}
within Gam pu]a

Districts

Ealutara

DHatrict
Part of Kadu-
wela Pradehsi-

ya Sabha

Kesbewa Pra-
deshiya Sabha

Kalutara

Gampaha

Total
Extent

15A

60A

S04

200

A5A

19

Agency

Involved

Ministry
of Indus-
tries.

~do-

UDA

UDA

Private/
My. of
Industry.
~-do-

~do-
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Education & Employment

There are marked differences in put-put & productivity across the Districts &
Provinces of Sri Lanka. These differences are the result of the availability of
infrastructure and the levels of private investment & amount of capital per

worker.

Western Province has the highest out-put & has grown the fastest. The Gross
Regional produced per capita for the W.P. 1981-1990 is as shown below.

Gross Regional Product per Capita 1951-1990

(Constant 1993 Ks.)
1951 1990 % change
Sri Lanka 20,661 25617 24.0%
Western Province 28,823 44710 55.1%
Central Province 14,124 20,039 41.9%
Southern " 13,001 16,551 27.3%

The Employment Indicators for the period 1985-1992 are as follows:

Employmen! Indicators
1992 Share Change 1985-1992
Jabs (000) (%)
Sri Lanka 4024 A0 8.2%
Western Province 1456 0.296 11.6%
Colombo TFL‘:-}?'_,EEEIF 624 0.127 6.9%,
Gampaha Fand 0108 200.3%

Kalutara " 299 0,061 4%



The Teacher, Student Ratio within the Districts are as follows:

Population No. af

19494 sludents
Colombo

Dhistrict

19,73,580 335,388

Gampaha District
15,852,667 355,308

Kalutara District

01,488 2,13,725

Proposals

No. of
student
against
Total
Pop. (%)

18%

22%

24%

Mo, of Teachers/

13,515

14,342

G047

20a

Teachers/ studen!

ratio

1:25

1:25

1:23

Create cluster schools in selected rural areas preferably at Meerigama, Veyangoda,

Kirindiwela, Avissawella, Horana & Matugama with one school having A'Level grades
only. 56 Junior M.V, schools and 30-40 primary schools to feed the Junior schools in eacl

cluster,
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Proposals

Create cluster schools in selected rural aress preferably at Meerigama, Veyangoda,
Kirindiwela, Avissawella, Horana & Matugama with one school having A ‘Level
grades only. 5 -6 Junior M.V. schools and 30 -40 primary schools to feed the
Junior schools in each cluster.

The programme to establish branches of some major schools presently located
within the city to locations outside the city as Branch Schools has been
undertaken . The proposed locations are as follows.

Main School /College Location of Extent Ownership
Branch School

1. Ananda College Malabe 25 Acres State Land
Pittugala Trade Ministry
2. Anula Vidyalaya Homagama 15 Acres Agrarian
Services
Department
3. Devi Balika Malabe 12 Acres Private Land
Vidyalaya Pittugala
4. D. 5 Senanayake Kadawatha 12 Acres Private Land
Kirillawella
5. Malanda Vidyalaya Piliyandala 12 Acres Crown Land
6. Royal College Kottawa 15 Acres Private Land.
7. Sirimavo Bandaranaike Gampaha 12 Acres Private Land
Balika Vidyalaya. Miriswatta

8 Visaka Vidyalaya Kattawa 15 Acres Private Land.
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Health

Health sector in the Western Province includes preventive & curalive Facilities.
Investment in the Western Province health sector has been by the Ministry of Health &
Western Provincal Couneil facilities in the Western Provinces are provided through 4
Teaching hospitals, five base hospitals, 12 District hospitals & 13 peripheral units, 66 cent
dispensaries & rural hospitals.

Proposals -

Upgrading the District Hospitals. Eg: Horana, Homagama, Avissawella & Beruwela to th
of base hospitals.

Upgrading Meegahatenna to that of District hospitals

*

Continuation of under utilised hospitals such as Dodangoda, Moratuwa,
Athurugiriya, Colombo Central to be reviewed.
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Proposed Urban Renewal Project Areas

92

Major suburban towns within the regions have been identified for urban renewal

and areas especially the lown centres of such suburban towns have been earmarked

I~ L
as urban renewal project areas,

The proposed urban renewal project areas in suburban towns are as follows :

District

Colembio

Gampaha

Kalutara

Mame of tmwn

Maharagama "5

Eolonnawa LC

Gampaha UC
Ja-ela UL
MNegombo MC
Minuwangoda UL
Divulapitiya 'S
Attanagalla PS5
Mittabuwa F5
Veyvangoda LUC
Eagama s
Peliyagoda UC
Merigama Ps

Manadwura LI

Horana LT

Population 1994

10T 895

57,123

14,693

27 967

08,354

SEM)

547

3965
B3d4
4110
33015
5058
Bf6d
35,256

7,953

Denaity of
Population
1P /Ha)

1

3

&

08
79
7.7
46
41.8

F

Lirban Renewal
Progect

T centme

re-development

Towt certre

re-development

Towm cendre
re-development
Tevarm area
re-development
Tiowmn ares
re-development
Towwn Centre
Development
Town Centre
re-development
-do-

~do-

Towmy
re-development
Tonam

re-development
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Proposed Tourism & Recreation Plan
Sri Lanka's diverse eco-systems, geological & cultural richness and
pleasant climatic conditions have attracted tourisls from almost every part of the

World since the pre-independent period.

Sri Lanka experienced fifteen years of rapid expansion of the tourism

sector from the inception of organized tourism trade in 1967 upto 1982,

In the Western Province 4 zones can be identified considering the varying
tourism-activities & characteristics.

Colombo City : Colombo being the capital holds major business activities,
conferences & major sports events. I is also a gateway & stop-over point for

international tourists,

Colombo Region : The major tourism centres & attractions includes the
Colombo-Katunayake International Air Port (32 km from City Centre) the
Dehiwela zoological gardens, the Bandaranaike Memorial Internabional
Conference Hall, Museums etc. The other attractions are the Henarathgoda

Botanical gardens at Gampaha, the Bolgoda Lake for water sports.
West Coast : North of Colombo

The International beach tourism facilities are located in this area with

major concentration in the Negombo resort.

West Coast ; South of Colombo

The interesting coastline with long beaches & marine activities are the
major attractions in this region. Among the other attractions are the pilgrimage

sites such as Kalutara Buddhist Temple and the planned resort of Bentota.

The development of natural resources for the tourism industry have to be

undertaken in an organized manner as the success of environmentsl dependent
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The proposed Tourism and Recreation Flan proposes to exploit the
potential of the city to accommodate new trends such as eco-tourism and

Golling.

Aquatic sports in the South of the city ie. in the Bolgoda Lake and eco-

tourism in the Muthurajawela area in the North are proposed,
The other projects within the tourism plan are as follows:

(1) Colombo Fort Tourism Cenlre.

(2}  Trade Museum in the Dutch Hospital Fort.

(1)  Rehabilitation of governor's pool in Fort.

(4)  Updating facilities in the Golf Club in Cinaman Gardens.

(5)  Rehabilitation of the zoological gardens and museum.

(6] Conservation of Beaches - Mt. Lavinia and Hendala.

(7 Conservation of Religious Building - Kelaniya - Varmna in Gampaha,
Ragama Basilika and Archaeological findings in Fotte and Attanagalle.

(#)  Bolgoda and Muthurajawela areas for eco-tordsi.
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Proposed Solid-Waste Management Plan

The amount of solid waste collected within the CMC (550 m.tons) & other
major Local Authority areas within CMR (DMMC = 60, Moratuwa U.C. 51, Kotte
U.C. 35, Negombo M.C. = 17, Seeduwa - Katunayake U.C, = 15, Kolonnawa U.C, =
11, Peliyagoda U.C. = 6, Wattala Mabole = 6.6, Maharagama = 6.7, and Pilivandala
= 5.1, m. tons) amount to 763 m. tons/day.

The waste is currently disposed of in several open dumps, the largest in
Wellampitiya catering to the waste of the City of Colombo which has reached
capacity by end of July 1995. The Local Authorities surrounding the city dispose
of garbage in a series of adhoe sites operated as open dumps’,

One of the most pressing problems in Metropelitan Colombo is the lack of
adequate capacity for final disposition of solid waste.

A potential land fill site in Welisara has been identified for development
as a sanitary land fill. This site would also have a large scale compost plan in
view of the fact that approximately 85 percent of the waste is considered to be
organic waste. It will be ready by end 1997 at the earliest. Shot-term sanitary land
fill sites are therefore being sought with the help of the UDA in view of the crisis
situation now prevailing (Aug 1995)

The solid waste management plan should address the following

components,

1. Definition of management & organization structure,

2 Environment Impact Assessment of potential land-fll sites.

= Geotechnical & hydrogeological investigations & conceptual engineering

designs of a sanitary land fill & a transfer station.

4. Development of solid-waste management strategy for Katunayake &

Biyagama Free Trade Zones.

Survey & disposal plan for hospital wastes,

Promotion of combination of landfill with parks projects using ‘high” land

(mcluding disused guarries)

i Programme for move towards greater reliance on compositng , essentially
including separation of solid waste types at source and organised re-
cycling.

=
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Proposed Ulility Network

Telecommunication

Sri Lanka Telecommunication Department has emerged from the days of
manual telephones & open-wire sommunications to integrated digital systems
incorporating digital switching, & digital radio relay systems.

The capacity of the telephone exchange has recorded an increase from
78,514 in 1983 to 164,129 tor the year 1993, The relative demand has increased
from 72,075 to 199297 for the same period. Accordingly the capacity has
registered a 52% increase & the demand has registered a £3.84% increase for Lthe
same period.

Elﬂiril:il:,r

Colombo District accounts for 30% of National consumption and Western
Province accounts for 60% of the total .

Cn a per capita basis the consumption is highest in Colombo and Gampaha and
i& 10 times higher than most deficient districts of Hambantota , Kurunegala and
Anuradhapura.

The Greater Colombo Industrial Infrastructure assessment showed that only one
half of firms in the city rely solely on the CFB for power. The other half uses
generators for stand by or supplementary power.

Infrastructure indices by Districts.

District Paved Roads Telephone Electricity
Km/sgqm (lines /000) GWhlooo
Index Index Index
Colombo 3.672 5.637 3072
Gampaha 3. 145 (1.793 2250
Kalutara 1.455 0,404 1.851

{Mote for all indices Sri Lanka = 1.800
Aggregate Index = sum of individual indices.
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Water Supply

The existing water supply sources depend upon it impounding reservoirs at
Kalatuwawa Labugama and the river intake at Ambatale on the Kelani Ganga
and a miner pumped supply from the Kalu Ganga providing a total supply
capacity of 136 mgd (618,800 m 3/ per day)

The extend of the service area of the Greater Colombo Water supply system 1s
73,900 ha and it covers a major part of Colombe, Gampaha and Kalutara
Dristricts.

The on-going and planned water supply projects:
(1)  Ambatale Water Treatment Plan Improvement Project

The objectives of this scheme is to replace and rehabilitate all the
deteriorated equipment and facilities of the Ambatale Water Treatment
wiorks.

(2}  Towns East of Colombo Water Supply Project - OECF Project

The proposed scheme consists of three separate distribution systems for
Battaramulla , Kaduwela and Panmpitiya.

. The Plan Project is from December 1993 to December 1995

¥ The first phase of the scheme is being implemented on the basis of
design horizon of 2010 and the demand will be met by the supply
from the Kalu Ganga new water supply scheme.

(3 Towns South of Colombo Water Supply Projects (OECF Project)

The project aims at extending piped water supply services to Kesbewa P5.

Homagama PS and Keselwatte Area (Panadura P5) and will meet the

demand of the year 2010.
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The construction period to be commissioned on June 1995 and completed by
May 1997,

(4)

(5}

{6

(7}

()

Ambatale/Jubilee Water convevance and Maharagama Water Supply

Scheme (Work Bank IDA Project)

" The Project aims for the establishment of new water supply scheme
between Ambatale water treatment works and Maharagama
through Jubilee Post.

: The Project commenced in June 1991 and is planned to be
completed on June 1944,

Scraping and Cement Motor Lining of Greater Colombo Area
Transmission Mains and Distribution System (IDA Project)

" Commenced in January 1994 to be completed by 1996,

World Bank assisted Water Supply and Sanitation Project TV,

i An on-going effort of government of 5ri Lanka and IDA to improve

environmental conditions within Greater Colombo.

Third 5ri Lanka Water Supply and Sanitation Rehabilitation Project.

The contents of the project are

a. Rehabilitation works at Elie House Reservoir (Capacity 36, 300 m 3)

b Laying of pipes for infilling of unserved areas of Maharagama
Water Supply Scheme,

Reduction of unaccounted for water in greater Colombo (ADB Project)

The principal actions are

a. Metering of all stand pipes and meter installations

b Repair of leaks and registration of all connections.
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{9  Ambatale Treatment Plant facilities Project
The objective is to provide the necessary water for distribution in the new

areas in Greater Colombo.

Future Water Demand
Future Water Demand defined as the connected demand is calculated from the
full development demand multiplied by the % progress from the year assumed

for commissioning and special demand added.

The following projects are considered in the water demand projections as special

demand.
Industrial Zone Present Consumption  Projected Supply
Consumption

1. Biyagama EFZL 1.2 mgd (5,000 m3,/d) Imigd (13,650 ma/d} fromm church
hill reservoir

q. Katunayaka IPZ 1.3 mgd(5,900 m?/d)  2mdg (9,100 md/d) from deep wells
and Negombo water
supply

The following tables shows the projected water consumptions (Daily Average)

District Projected water consumptions daily average ( m? d)
Colombo 1995 2000 2010 2020

242137 334475 381,991 472,764
Gampaha 32,985 81,746 102,874 222,077
Kalutara 109,035 117,453 131,654 244,599
Total 281,283 349,517 499,066 645,698

Source, NWS &DB feasibility study on the Kalu Ganga Water Supply Project
for Greater Colombo (Vol. 2 main report)
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Drainage

The Colombo Metropolitan Region

from both monsoons where the average rainfall

falls within the wet-zone of Sri Lanka receiving rain

of 250-300 mm.

The natural drainage system within CMR consests

a network of major sub systems. The natural sys

such as the Bolgoda canal, Beira lake, Marine Drive elc.

The following projects are at various stages of implementation for the purpose of

improving the drainage condition.

o SR

M&L@m&zmmw ilitation Project
a. A proposal to upgrade the drainages & flood control system in Colombo

Urban Area, i.e. Colombo M.C,, Kalonnawa U.C. & Kotte U.C,
b. The executing agency is SLLR & DC.

< The estimated cost is 4,500 million.

National Environment Action Plan 1991

a. Preparation of a Water Resources Master Plan.

b. Programme for monitoring the level of pollution in Kelani Canga.

32

Preparation of a programme for the rehabilitation of Colombo MNatural

Drainage System - focussing on Beira Lake - MEIF.

d.  Preparation of a National wetlands Master Plan, incorporating the coastal
marine & inland fresh wetlands,

Beira Lake Restoration Plan - 1992,

hiaster Plan for Muthurajawela Marsh & Negombo Lagoon.

Wetlands Conservation Project.

Kelani Ganga Flood Protection Study - 1992.

National Sand Study 1992 - for the effect of sand mining in major rivers.

< if the order of 2400 mm. The highest

maonthly rain-fall is approx. 3500 mm. The highest recorded daily rain-falls are in the ran

of the Kelani Ganga & the Kalu Ganga

tem is supplemented by man-made cana



Sewerage

The only large conventional sewerage system within the CMR is that serving
part of the Calombo M.C. area with main sewer extension o parts of Kolonnawa
U.C. & Dehiwela M.C.

Centralized facilities are available in Bujagama, Katunayake & Ekala Industrial
Zone.

The DMMC & Kolonnawa U.C. network are not functional due to high

aperational costs.

The treatment plants are inoperative at present & untreated sewer is discharged
through a short-fall (B0m long) at Mutwal & at Wellawatta into the sea.

Proposals for Sewerage

a. Rehabilitation of the Greater Colombo Sewerage System.
The components to be formulated within this system are as follows ©
1: Rehabilitation of Pumping Stations at Kolonnawa and at Dehiwala
Mount-Lavinia

2 Commigsioning of Mattakuliya System

L

Feasibility study for identification and removal of Storm Water
Connections and Dry Weather Overflows.

Strengthening of Sewer System

Completion of Kolonnawa and Mount -Lavinia Sewer Systems

Purchasing of sewer cleaning equipment and transport vehicles.

o S~ OO

Sower Service Area Extensions 10 Southern and Northemn St.

cebastian Canal and Maligawatte / Dematagoda.

k. Provison of pipe-borne sewerage to the Notrth, North -Eastern & Southern
Sub Regions & North -Eastern Cluster, Southern cluster & Eastern cluster.

31
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TOWN DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS

% Shifting of wholesale food stores from Pettah to Orugodawatta

o Shifting of Manning Market to Prison site in Borella.

2 Shifting of Borella Prison to Handala on reclaimed Muturajawela land.
Construction of a open prison camp at Muthurajawels

Construction of a large urban park at Muthurajawela

Y Re-locating the Government press and food stores bakery at Athurugiriya.
I Shifting of a Administrative Institutions from Colombo to Kotte capital city.
" Complete the remaining work of Kotte capital city project

R-locating of low income housing activities from Mattakkuliya area out side

Colombo.

COLOMBO PORT DEVELOPMENT

. JCT - 4 Berths

: Shifting of oil pipeline

Main ¢hannel dredging

¥ Expansion of the Port into fisheries harbour area

: Opening of a Port related industrial zone at Mattakkuliya.



CITY OF COLOMBO DEVELOPMENT PLAN

1. Need for revision

City of Colombo Development Plan prepared in 1982 was approved by the
Mirﬁter and Published in 1986, Since then this has been the guiding document
for all development control and development promotion activities. However
due to the rapid economic development and the expansion of Port activities
within the City it become necessary to review and revise the City Plan. The high
demand for conversion of residential premises to other uses clearly indicate that
the city needs a revised plan.

The administrative area of Colombo Municipal Council extends over 3733
hectares (9220) acres) with a population of 615,000 in 1995. City consists of 47
Municipal wards. Theses wards have been grouped into Planning Units taking

into account the main character of the area and the activities therein.
2. National priorities

The Development Plan of Colombo is geared towards the National priorities of
Economic Development. Therefore, Colombo City is identified as the main
commercial centre of the island due to its strategic location and presently
developing as a gateway into the sub-continent for capital as well as goods and
services . The objective of the present revision is to implement an integrated
plan to make Colombo evolve as the regional centre for international banking,

toreign exchange trading and asset management,
3. Physiograpic context

Considering the physiographic context, the city has developed in the wider port
of the stable "Beaches and Dunes Zone" of the Calombo Metropolitan Region but
already encroaches extensively into the adjoining "Coastal Flats and Wetlands

Zone" characterised by its large proportion of low-lying areas with soils
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unsuitable for building and needing expensive drainage measures wherein
reclaimed for development, The remaining belt is a restriction on further
eastward expansion of Colombo, while providing natural flood retention areas
for no-cost food control, as well as potential for sorely lacking public open

Spaces.
4. Importance of the Port

The port of Colombo lies at the confluence of the sea routes. Sri Lanka Ports
Authority (SLPA) forecast on demand for container handling capacity in 5ri
Lanka would be in the region of 1,360,000 TEUS in 1995 and will increase to
1,730,000 TEUS by 2001. 75% of this is expected to be for transhipment.
However, if the adequate back up areas are provided in close proximity 1o present
Port this figure could be as high as 3 to 5 million.

Modernisation of Port of Colombo is closely linked to the changing role of the
City of Colombo, as an International Centre of finance. A policy decision has
been taken to shift the administrative functions to the new capital city of Sri
Jayawardenepura Kotte, There is a consensus that the City of Colombo should
develop as a financial centre and a Port City, The existing zoning pattern has to
be modified to accommodate this trend.

5. Zonning Flan

The new zoning plan has been prepared taking into account the needs of the city
up to year 2010. Due consideration was given to the projections made for
population, Floor Area and an assessment of existing land use characteristics.
Demand for commercial activities such as National & International Financial
institutions and port related activities were also considered in depth.



Under the new zoning plan the city will be broadly divided into the following

ZOMES.
a. Port related activity zone
b. Commercial zone

C. Mixed Residential Zone
d. Mixed Commercial Zone

e. Primary residential zone
6. Density

Existing distribution pattern of non-residential activities show a low distribution
in the Mattakkuliya, Kotahena, Grandpass, Diematagoda and Borella while Fort

has the highest amount of floor area.

The residential floor area reveals a high distribution pattern in Cinnamon
Gardens, Wellawatte and Marahenpita Planming Units while Fort has a very low
level of Residential activities .

Taking into consideration the demand for non residential activities and port
related activities, the future densities have been worked out for high growth in
ldentified Areas. Colombo Narth has been identified specially for port related

activities.

According to the plan the Aoor area of the non-residential activities will increase

by seven times by year 20110, while the increase of rotal floor area is only 10 Hmes.
(o Urban Renewal

The Urban Development Authority {UDA) has identified several areas suitable
for Urban Renewal in the City of Colombo, wherein overcrowding and
obsolescence dominate the landscape in spite of its prime value of the land.
Under this project programme DA has identified number of Urban Renewal

Projects within ten larger catchment areas.



Each of the project areas extend to about 10 acres except in few cases where it is
slightly less. The approach adepted is based on new zoning criteria and the need
to improve the built environment on a feasible financial basis. However any
historical buildings within these remewal projects will be architecturally

conserved.

The cbiectives of this program is to ensure efficient utilisation of the land within
the project areas and also to provide suitable areas for port related activities.
There by these urban renewal projects will meet the demand for residential and
commercial developments within the city. The renewal program also underfakes
the development of cleared lands maintaining proper open spaces in the area,

while fulfilling social and cultural obligations.

Strategy and Methodology adopted in Urban Renewal Project will be the
preparation of a amended set of regulations to encourage high density
commercial and residential apartments discouraging the individual housing.
Studies have been carried out to calculate the demand for commercial and
residential ‘space for year 2010, which will be met through the urban renewal
program. Investors will be assisted to select suitable sites for their invesiments

through proper guidelines and procedures.
B. Traffic & Transpori

Traffic and Transport problems of the city cannot be dissociated from the traffic
issues in the Colombo Metropolitan Area. However, number of proposals have
been identified for the city of Colombo for the improvement of traffic and
transport situation.

These proposals include the Marine Drive, which will ultimately be connected
to New Galle Road at Moratuwa and Duplication Road, extension which will be
extended up to Aththidiya Road. Tt is also proposed to establish a Monorail
System & construct a third bridge connecting Mattakkuliya and Bopitiya . It is
also proposed to increase the parking requirements for future buildings.
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9. Port expansion

The port of Colombo which lies at the confluence of the sea routes has a great
potential for development which will increase the Economic development of the
country as a whole. Although the Port has been playing a major role in the
development of Colombo, future demand for Port related activities was not
taken into consideration in the prevailing plan. The Ports Authority has
embarked on several expansion projects and Caolombo is being recognised as a
high potential Fort in the South East Asia,

Therefore it is necessary to take immediate action to make maximum use of
this opportunity for the Port to embark on an aggressive marketing drive. It is
therefore most opportune to figure out proper planning of the Port as well as the

adjacent lands.

There is a necessity to create a new zone viz. Port related zone which will
accommodate warehousing and other port related activities in close proximity to
the Port. This zone will accommodate, light industries, and container Depots.
Warehousing, etc. Transhipment facilities will also be provided in this area.

10. Open Space

Existing outdoor recreation spaces in Colombo are inadequate for if's population
even by minimum accepted standards. There are 171,15 Ha of such space in the
Colombo Municipal Council {CMC) area, almost half of which belong to private
¢lubs and other organisations. It is therefore, proposed to designate river and
canal reservations as linear parks. Full potential of the beach strip will be realised
in the new plan. Number of new open spaces will be created under the urban
renewal programme. A large part of the Beira Lake could be opened up as linear

parks and certain cemeteries could be enhanced as rest parks’.
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(OLOMBO URBAN AREA Map No: 18
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Already designated Kolonnawa Nerth and Heen Ela Marsh and the Colombo
Flood Retention Areas immediately adjoining the eastern boundary of Colombo
could serve as 'Nature Parks' for the City. Action will be taken to reserve a chain
of low-lying areas along the eastern periphery of the city as parks arrest the filling
of low lying lands in and around Colombo.

11.  Future Development

Studies carried out for the Colombo Metropolitan Region clearly indicate that
Colombo is the most important urban centre in the Country. A new approach is
needed to the future development of Colombo . The development plan is being
prepared fo accommodate these concerns and to promote the Colombao city as a
financial and commercial centre and a port city, In future the emphasis will be

on promoting development and investment as against the development control.
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Defence

The Sri Lankan forces comprising the Army, Navy and Air force have their
headquarters located within the city of Colombo. It is strongly felt that these
establishments which are occupying large extents of land should be re-located the
outside the city limits allowing the use of such land for more viable commercial

activities.

The present locations of the Army, Navy and Air Force Headquarters are depicted on

a Map. The suitable alternative sites identified for re-location are as follows:

Alternative sites,

Site I

Location - Hokandara South 10 miles away from Colombo

Extent - 30 Acres

Present use - Coconut land called “Wellangiriya Estate”

Cwnership - Private

Site II

Location - Oruwala 13.5 miles from Colombo 2.5 miles from Fanagoda
Army Camp,

Extent - 75 Acres

Preset Use - Coconut and Rubber lands called “Galwarusawatte”

Ownership - Private

Site 111

Location - Panagoda East - adjoining Lanka Ashlik Leyland Ltd, site, 65

miles from Colombo.

Extent - 60 Acres

Present Use - Coconut and bare land.

Ownership Privately owned by Lanka Ashok Leyland Ltd.
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Site IV

Location - Pitipana 18.5 miles away from Colombo and 2 miles from
Panagoda Army Camp. .

Extent . 100 Acres

Present Use - Coconut land, partly used as farm.

Ownership - Janawasama

Site V

Location. - Moragahahena 20 miles from Colombo 4.5 miles from Panagoda
Army Camp.

Extent - 258 Acres

Present Use - Coconut , Rubber bare lands called “yahalakelle Estate”

Ownership - Privately owned by the Yahalakelle Estate Co. Lid.

Site VI

Location - Diyagame opposite Radio transmitting station. 16 miles from
Colombo and 3.5 miles from Panagoda Army Camp.

Extent = 20 Acres

Fresent Use - Bare Land

Ownership - Sri Lanka Broad Casting Corporation (to be verified)
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Application of Public Outdoor Recreation Space Standards

Colombo, the commercial capital of 5ri Lanka, is 3733 ha. {9220.5 acres) in
extent and the present (1995) population in the Colombo Municipal area is
£35,500, Taking a public outdoor recreation space standard of 1 ha. per 1000
popula-tion, we should therefore have 635 ha of siich spaces in the City of
Colombo.

Existing Public Parks and Playgrounds in the CMC Area (See Fig, 1)

There are 95.242 ha of parks and playgrounds ie. 2.5% of the whole
municipal area. As the following table indicates these have been
categorised in accordance with UDA public outdoor recreation space
policies and concepts.

TABLE 1

P.OR.S. Category Extent (hal
(1} Localised facilities

Mini Parks 1023

Local Parks 19.18

Community Parks .0

Linear Parks

(approx. half of the actual

area of the beach strip) &0
{ii} Centralised facilities

(Viharamahadevi Park, Galle

Face Green, Khettarama &

Sugathadasa Stadia, Reid

Avenue Sports Complex) 51.58

Total 93.242




-,

There are also 7591 ha of other private and semi-public outdoor recreation
spaces in the CMC area, (amounting to 2% of the total area) as shown in
Table 2. There are thus 171.15 ha of outdoor recreation spaces in the CMC
area, almost half of which belong to private clubs and other organisations.

Of the centralised public outdoor recreation spaces most are of a specialised
nature or cater to the regional or even national public, while on the whole
all the parks and play- grounds are haphazardly distributed throughout the
munici-pality, some areas being "over-served” and others deprived, while
canal and river reservations and other opportunities for linear parks like
the Beira Lake verge are not made use of properly. The potential of the
beach strip (approx. 12 ha in extent} is not fully realised owing to poor
planning, misuse and mis-management.

TABLEZ

O.R.5. Category Extent (ha)
Club playgrounds 56.25
{incl. the golf course)
School playgrounds Fil
University playgrounds 2.6
Police / Army / Airforce grounds 8.96

Total 75.91

Public Outdoor Recreation Space Proposals (See Figure 2)

It is proposed to designate river and canal reservations as linear parks, to
improve and realise the full potential of the beach strip as a linear park,
and to open up at least a minimum of new spaces where necessary (in
keeping with the localised facilities heirarchy and nesting concepts, based
on walking distance criteria as far as possible] in the process of urban
renewal/redevelopment as there is hardly any vacant land available. It is
imperative thal these recommendations for new parks should be integrated
into the revision of the Colombe City Development Plan.
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Furthermore, the Kolonnawa North and Heen Marsh Colombo Flood
Detention Areas immediately adjoining the Eastern boundary of the CMC
area could serve as "Nature Parks” while the Beira Lake could be used for

water-based recreation and a large part of its verge could be opened for
linear parks and a few nodal parks.

It has been decided to consider the privatefsemi-public play- grounds also
as Public because for the most part they are used by people living in
Colombo itself - therefore they are also included in the PORS caleulations.

It is also proposed that the rest park character of certain cemeteries should
he enhanced to enable them to play a greater role in the day-to-day life of
the city, in view of prevalent high land values and lack of vacant land.
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TABLE 3

Additional (Proposed) PORS jn CMC Area

Category of Space

Pocket Parks (av. (0.1 ha)
Mini Parks (0.2 - 0.8 ha)

Local Parks (0.8 - 2.0 ha)

Community Parks (2.0-4.0 ha)

Town Parks (4.0 - 8.0 ha)
SUB-TOTAL

Linear Parks :

Beach S{-r':p

Canal & River Reservations

Public Cemeteries

Flood Detention Areas

Number or
Descrioti

From Colombo light house
to Wellawatte canal outlet

5 Bank of Kelani Ganga
{3200m long, 20m wide)

St. Sebastian Canal (2600m
long, 6m + 6m wide)

Dematagoda Ela (B000m long,

am wide)

Wellawatte Canal (3200m long,

Sm + 5m wide)

Beira Lake/Canal reservation

Borella, Madampitiva,
Mahawatte
Kolonnawa N Marsh

Heen Marsh

3.7
160
40.0

4.4

8.0

TL.7

f.4

3.12

4.8

.

7.125
25.0

82.9

.25
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Therefore total Public Outdoor Recreation Space thal could be provided, including
both existing and proposed =171.15 + 266.5

=437.65 Ha

Existing and predictable population densities and types in diffe-rent parts of the
city as well as variation in land values and the imminent special zoning of the
North of Colombe for predeminantly port-related activities have been taken into
account when identifying locations for various categories of proposed parks. The
“Crow lsland” area and the Mattakkuliya beach area near the present fisheries
harbour have intentionally been left out of PORS calculations as there are
proposals to expand the Colombo Port in this direction: it should be noted that if
the port expansion is deemed nol feasible (technically or otherwise) these open
spaces should be incorporated into the PORS plan.

The proposed 437.65 hectares falls short of the needed amount of 635 ha for the
present population.  (The situation is depicted graphically at Figure 4).
Furthermore, as shown in table 4 the circumstances have not facilitated a
distribution of proposed parks which would truly achieve a satisfaction of
requirements within all planning units although at least a better distribution than
now existing could be achieved.

To take up the deficit of PORS approximately 200 ha of low-lying lands
immediately adjoining the eastern periphery of Colombo should be reserved as a
chain of parks - this would also partially compensate for the inadequate localised
facilities in the Planning Units 5, 7, 8, §, 13A & 13B. Preliminary studies of
relevant maps suggest the existence of only about 150 ha of such land and even
this has to be verified since large extents of low-lying lands have been reclaimed
and built on.

In view of this situation and the fast-developing suburbs of Colombo which also
warrant timely reservation of land for public outdoor recreation space, it is
advisable to arrest filling of low-lying lands in the coastal flats and wetlands zone
east of Colombo, Dehiwela-Mt. Lavinia, Moratuwa and Panadura.

If population growth is to be encouraged more and larger localised level parks
would have to be opened up in the process of urban renewal/redevelopment and
more green belt area declared adjoining the eastern boundary of the city. The
other allernative is to have a development plan that would engender lower
population growth.
Environmental Planning & Landscape Unit, UDA.
5th October 1993
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EXISTING PARKS & OPENSPACES
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TABLE 4
COLOMBO MUNICIPAL COUNCIL
EXISTING & F D P,0uR.5, IN P 10 TION OF
PLANNING UNITS
Planning Unit Estimated Existing Propasad Propasad
Population | Parks {Localisad} I.inear Parks
2001 (Ha.) Parks (Hs.) & Water Bodies
Public| Ochar
1. Fort 17,000 0.6 z.20| &4 o Mo Lrd -
2. Kochohikade 76,000 ¢ 325 | - 4.3 -
9. Maradana 47,000 - 4,31 4 .9
4. FKollupitiya 46,000  |*11.611| 2.20| .3 * 4 1.98
5, Mattakkuliya 55,000 5.5 | = 12.9 7.6%
6. Kotahana 33,000 0.3 - 2.3 -
7. Grand Fass 51,000 |*10.61 | - 10,9 2.4
8. Dematagoda 60,000  |*10.0 7 5.3 2
9. Borella 32,000 5.1 L% | 2.9 . 464
10. Cinnason Gardan 94,000  |*36.721| 14.4 2.1 -
|11. Bambalapitiya 41,000 7.0 20| 7.4 9
12. Wellawatta 64 000 5.51 | 5.4 4.9 11.81
13. Narahsnpita t 104,000 1.0 1.70| 10.6 2
14. Kirulapona } 2.0 41.4 2.2 5
e St el L gs0,000 _l9s.2a2 | 75.01) 0ot L ATl

* - TIncludes some cantralised facilitias.



TABLE - 3

PROPOSALS ACCORDING TOQ PLANNING UNITS
PROPOSALS FOR APPROXIMATE LOCATION OF EXTENT (HA)
EACH PLANNING FROPOSED PARKES
UNIT
Hnit 1 Gorden Gardens({Fort) 0.2 0.8
Fort Buddhist Temhle i B 058
- Near 5.L.5.T.C. (Fort) 0.2 0.8
Unit 2
! Pocket Park Near Fort Police Station 0.1
Pocket Park Between M.J.M. Lafe Mawatha & | 0.1
{11d Moor Streat.
Pocket Park Near the Central Eoad 0.1
Local FPark Aluthkade 0.8 2
Local park North East of Santha Basthi- 0.8 z
vAna
Unit 3
Focket Park West of Kovil Veediya 0.1
Pocket Park Bast of Eovil Veediva 0.1
Pocket Park Near the Eve Hospital 0.1
Focket Park Maradana AR |
Mini Park Near Maradana Station 0.2 0.k
Mini Park South of Zahira College 0.2 0.8
Local Park Between Stock Place and De 0.8 .
Saram Place.
Unit 4
Pocket Park Near Sri Lanka Standards (L |
Institution.
Pocket Park Between Union Place and Bay- 0.1
brooke Place.
Pocket Park North of Nawaloka Hospital. 2.1

—



Unit 5

Pocket Fark C.M.C. Maternity Home 0.1

Mini Park BEast of Sri Wickrama Malwatta |0.2 - O.
Lane.

Local Park Mattakkuliva D.B = 2

Local Park Madampitiya 0.8 = 2

Hature.Pnrk Bloemendhal Marsh (Flood B
Detention Area) -

Unit &

Focket Pﬂ}k West of Sugatﬂaﬁasa Stadium 0.1

Pocket Park Near Kotahena Police Station 0.1

Focket Park Near the Girls' School 0.1

L.ocal FPark Near Bulk Coconut 0il Insta- 0.8 - 2
llation.

Unit 7

Pocket Park South of Kelanitissa Power 0.1
Station

Pocket Park Maiigawatta (South of Bloe- 0.1
mendal Marsh)

Pocket Fark Maligawatta D.1

Pocket Park Near Sugathadasa Stadium 0.1

Pocket Park Near Eelanitissa Power 0.1
Station

Mini Park Near Punchi Arakwatta Road, 0.2 -0
Grand Pass,

Mini Park Maligawatta 0.2 -0

Mini Park Near the Girls' School- 0.2 - 0
Eotahena.

Local Park Sedawatta (Near Railway Rd) 0.8 - 2

Local Park Maligawatta 0.8 - 2

Community Park Orugodawatta 2 -4
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Unit 8

Pocket Park Dematagoda 0.1

Mini Park Near Euppiyvawatta Temple 0.2 - 0.8

Mini Park Near Dematagoda Flats 0.2 - 0.B

Mini Park Colombo M.C. Limit 0.2 - 0.8

Mini Park Colombo M.C. Limit 0.2 - 0.8

Local Park Near Dematagoda Station 0.8 — 2

Unit 9

Pocket Fark Borella 0.1

Mini Park Near Borella All Saints 0.2 - 0.8
Church

Local FPark Near N.M. Perera Mawatha 0.8 - 2

Unit 10

Pocket Park North Esst of General D.1
Hospital -

Local Park Near the Borella Dental 0.8 - 2
Institution.

Unit 11

Pocket Park West of EKollupitiya 0.1

Pocket Park West of Eollupitiya 0.1

Pocket Park Near the University 0.1

Pocket Park South of Mumtsz Mahal 0.1

Pocket Park Thimbirigasyava 0.1

Pocket Park Thimbirigasyaya 0.1

Mini Park West of Roval College 0.2 - 0.8

Local Park Near the Kollupltiva Tenple 0.8 - 2

Local Park Near the British Council 0.8 - 2

Loecal Park Kear Thimbirigasyaya Church 0.8 - 2

(North of Visaka Vidyalaya)
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